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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC HEARING COSTA MESA COMMENTS (PH-CM) 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM1 

Comment PH-CM1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

We acknowledge the opposition to tolling. The SR-91 Express Lanes are considered successful 
traffic management. They do not eliminate congestion in the GP lanes; they provide an option to 
that congestion to motorists willing to pay a toll. The tolls are set at the rates necessary to 
maintain high-speed operations. For an explanation of how this management works, see the Draft 
EIR/EIS, page 2-20. For additional information, please see Common Response – Opposition to 
Tolling. 

Comment PH-CM1-2 

Renewed Measure M was passed by the voters of Orange County, and the proposed project was 
included in that measure. For additional information, please see Common Response – Measure 
M Funding. 

All of the build alternatives are anticipated to reduce congestion in the I-405 corridor; none are 
expected to eliminate congestion in the corridor, including the portion of the corridor in Costa 
Mesa, as shown in Draft EIR/EIS Tables 3.1.6-4, 3.1.6-5, 3.1.6-12, and 3.1.6-13. The benefits to 
congestion vary among the build alternatives. The benefits to congestion of the build alternatives 
are summarized in the Draft EIR/EIS in Tables 3.1.6-4 through 3.1.6-8 and Tables 3.1.6-12 
through 3.1.6-14.  

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Comment PH-CM1-3 

Part-time operation of HOV lanes is not part of the proposed project. Implementation of part-
time HOV lanes would require a countywide or regionwide decision for consistency of driver 
expectation.  
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Response to Comment Letter PH-CM2 

Comment PH-CM2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM3 

Comment PH-CM3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM4 

Comment PH-CM4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM5 

Comment PH-CM5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Based on the recommendation of the PDT, Caltrans determined that the open forum hearing 
format was appropriate for this project. Open forum hearings are preferred to formal hearings, 
because they result in greater and more balanced input and are less likely to result in 
confrontational situations. 
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Response to Comment Letter PH-CM6 

Comment PH-CM6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

All exhibits used at the public hearings, including those showing the proposed improvements  
to local interchanges, were available during the public review period on OCTA’s Web site at  
the following address: www.octa.net/405improvement. In addition, EIR/EIS Appendix P,  
Project Plans, which includes the proposed improvements to local interchanges, was  
available during the public review period on Caltrans’ Web site at the following address: 
www.dot.ca.gov/dist12/405/index.htm.  

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM7 

Comment PH-CM7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM8 

Comment PH-CM8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM9 

Comment PH-CM9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 

http://www.octa.net/405improvement
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist12/405/index.htm
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your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM10 

Comment PH-CM10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM11 

Comment PH-CM11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

There are many HOVs with 3+ occupants that successfully use the SR-91 Express Lanes either 
free or at half price, depending on the time of day and day of the week.  

Comment PH-CM11-2 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM12 

Comment PH-CM12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 
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Comment PH-CM12-2 

Please see Response to Comment PH-CM12-1. 

Comment PH-CM12-3 

All of the build alternatives are anticipated to reduce congestion in the I-405 corridor; none are 
expected to eliminate congestion in the corridor, including the portion of the corridor in Costa 
Mesa, as shown in Draft EIR/EIS Tables 3.1.6-4, 3.1.6-5, 3.1.6-12, and 3.1.6-13. The benefits to 
congestion vary among the build alternatives. The benefits to congestion of the build alternatives 
are summarized in the Draft EIR/EIS in Tables 3.1.6-4 through 3.1.6-8 and Tables 3.1.6-12 
through 3.1.6-14. Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM13 

Comment PH-CM13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM14 

Comment PH-CM14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Comment PH-CM14-2 

Renewed Measure M was passed by the voters of Orange County, and the proposed project was 
included in that measure. For additional information, please see Common Response – Measure 
M Funding.  
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Response to Comment Letter PH-CM15 

Comment PH-CM15-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Comment PH-CM15-2 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PH-CM15-3 

As stated in the Draft EIR/EIS on page 2-26, construction is anticipated to start in 2015 and take 
a maximum of 54 months, depending on the build alternative.  

Comment PH-CM15-4 

Please see Response to Comment PH-CM15-2. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM16 

Comment PH-CM16-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Responses – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes and Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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Response to Comment Letter PH-CM17 

Comment PH-CM17-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM18 

Comment PH-CM18-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PH-CM18-2 

All reasonable and feasible noise abatement will be constructed, as described in Section 3.2.7 of 
the Final EIR/EIS and final Noise Abatement Decision Report. Air quality Measures AQ-1 
through AQ-14, described in Section 3.2.6, will avoid and/or minimize all construction-related 
air quality effects. As described in Section 3.2.6, emissions will be reduced under all of the build 
alternatives compared to the future No Build Alternative, and no permanent adverse project-
related air quality effects were identified. Please see Common Response – Health Risks, Air 
Quality, and Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Comment PH-CM18-3 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Comment PH-CM18-4 

We appreciate the comment, and it will be considered in development of the procurement 
method.  
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Comment PH-CM18-5 

As described in Section 1.2.2.4 of the EIR/EIS, a large portion of the funding for the proposed 
project is included in Orange County’s Renewed Measure M transportation sales tax initiative 
(countywide half-cent sales tax) funding program. Funding options to address the shortfall are 
currently under study. Table 1-10 shows the estimated costs and available funding for each of the 
build alternatives at this time. Each has a substantial funding shortfall compared to the forecast 
of available Measure M2 funding. Alternative 3, which includes tolled Express Lanes, would 
have additional funds from toll revenues. Additional funding could be sought from State, federal, 
and additional Measure M2 sources. Because of the tolling component of Alternative 3, there are 
additional options available to address the shortfall of Alternative 3 (e.g., a public private 
partnership and a TIFIA loan) that would not be available for Alternatives 1 and 2.  

Comment PH-CM18-6 

Please see Common Response – Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-CM19 

Comment PH-CM19-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Transponders do not take pictures. Motorists who fail to use a transponder as required on the 
Express Lanes would have pictures taken of their license plates to be used for collection of the 
toll and any charges associated with failure to pay the toll.  

Comment PH-CM19-2 

The SR-91 Express Lanes are considered successful traffic management. They do not eliminate 
congestion in the GP lanes; they provide an option to that congestion to motorists willing to pay 
a toll. The tolls are set at the rates necessary to maintain high-speed operations. For an 
explanation of how this management works, see the Draft EIR/EIS, page 2-20. For additional 
information, please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

None of the existing ramps on I-405 in Costa Mesa would be removed by any of the build 
alternatives. No additional carpool lanes are proposed for Alternatives 1 and 2. Under 
Alternative 3, the existing HOV lane would be incorporated into the proposed tolled Express 
Lanes, and HOVs meeting the occupancy requirement will use the Express Lanes free.  
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The SR-91 Express Lanes are in Orange County, California.  

All of the build alternatives are anticipated to reduce congestion in the I-405 corridor; none are 
expected to eliminate congestion in the corridor, including the portion of the corridor in Costa 
Mesa, as shown in Draft EIR/EIS Tables 3.1.6-4, 3.1.6-5, 3.1.6-12, and 3.1.6-13. The benefits to 
congestion vary among the build alternatives. The benefits to congestion of the build alternatives 
are summarized in the Draft EIR/EIS in Tables 3.1.6-4 through 3.1.6-8 and Tables 3.1.6-12 
through 3.1.6-14.  

Comment PH-CM19-3 

Please see Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 
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